Geneva, October 9th, 2019

WHO WILL BE THE FUTURE BUYER
OF THE 19TH CENTURY GOLD MEDAL,
SYMBOL OF THE MOST IMPORTANT RESTORATION
IN THE HISTORY OF NOTRE-DAME DE PARIS?

On November 18 and 19, in Geneva, a major event will be held around the sale of a gold medal
commemorating the end of the restoration of Notre-Dame de Paris in 1864.
This auction is all the more remarkable since Dr. Alain Baron, founder of Numismatica Genevensis
SA, one of the world’s leading numismatics companies, announced that all commissions received
from the sale of the medal will be donated to the Fondation Notre Dame to help finance future
restoration projects.

"We are very excited for this event. Anything could happen!
In a gesture of benevolence and in the interests of all, imagine that the lucky buyer might donate the medal
to the Cathedral Treasury Museum due to reopen soon... This is a magnificent project which we scarcely
believe possible. It’s a beautiful symbol of loyalty to the history of the building and to the hopes of all to be
able to enter the Cathedral again.”
Christophe-Charles Rousselot, Director General of the Notre Dame Foundation

Created by the engraver Oudiné, this
exceptional piece is remarkable for its quality,
weight and the craftsmanship apparent in its
engraving as well as its symbolic character
marking it as unique in the world. It is a
dedication, as an initiative to restore the sacred
character of the Paris Cathedral.
It was most likely offered by Napoleon III to the
architect Viollet-le-Duc, in gratitude for his
tremendous contribution to the restored
splendour of the building, reconstructing the
spire and bringing decorative motifs of his own.

Technical sheet:
• Notre-Dame’s western façade
• In the foreground, a Madonna and Child
• Date and name of the engraver in exergue
• Inscription on thirteen lines
• Plain edge with bee punch
• Diameter: 71,0mm
• Weight: 280,50 gr
• Certified by PCGS: SP 63
3 key dates:
The Cathedral was built in 1163
Restored in 1843-1864
Current restoration: 2019 - Present

A COMMEMORATION LOADED WITH SYMBOLISM AND MEANING
Since its creation, the medal entered the history of French heritage to close a chapter in the Parisian
landscape. It is a symbol loaded with meaning and emotion that enthusiasts of Paris and French
history had admired prior to its acquisition by an anonymous collector. It has been preserved as a
treasure for decades, now offered in support of the tragic episode at the beginning of this year.
Its current owner has entrusted the medal to Numismatica Genevensis SA in remembrance of
its history and to help the future of the Cathedral; a tribute in recognition of Viollet-le-Duc’s
restoration work and a contribution to the preservation of architectural heritage that concerns
everyone.
“The Cathedral of Notre-Dame is a world heritage jewel. We are delighted to support the reconstruction
efforts being undertaken."
Frank BALDACCI, CEO, Numismatica Genevensis SA

A new chapter to be inscribed in the Cathedral’s legend…
The starting price of the sale is fixed at 50,000 Swiss Francs. The Notre Dame Foundation will be
guest of honor at the sale being carried out by Numismatica Genevensis SA. Their representative will
speak at the closing dinner to recall the extent of the drama, the plans now put in place and the
prospects of advancing future work.
Finally, for the general public who may not be able to participate in the event, the Notre Dame
Foundation and Numismatica Genevensis SA invite all those who wish to contribute to the future
vitality of Notre-Dame Cathedral to pledge support via: don.fondationnotredame.fr/cathedrale
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•

ABOUT THE NOTRE DAME FOUNDATION

Recognized as a civil office since 1992, the Notre Dame Foundation encourages and develops charitable projects, youth education,
culture & heritage. It is founded to help people from all areas of life. For all those who seek to help others by inspiring faith and hope,
the Foundation provides support to their commitment and ideas.
The Notre Dame Foundation supports 500 projects a year. It shelters 45 foundations under its organisation, including the Fonds
Cathédrale de Paris created following the terrible fire that devastated the building on the 15th of April 2019.
It contributes financially to its conservation and restoration as well as to any action promoting its spiritual and cultural influence, in
accordance with the will of the donors.

www.fondationnotredame.fr
•

ABOUT NUMISMATICA GENEVENSIS SA

Numismatica Genevensis SA was founded in 1988 by Alain Baron, PhD in Numismatics and Monetary History from the Universities
of Vienna and Rome. NGSA researches and assembles world class collections for governments, museums and major collectors. It has
produced a number of exhibitions and numismatic publications around the world.

www.ngsa.ch
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